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“The most valuable possession you can own is an open heart. The most powerful weapon you 
can be is an instrument of peace.” ~Carlos Santana  
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WELCOMING REMARKS 
Analy Cruz-Phommany, Director of Bilingual Education 

Mistress of Ceremonies 
 

OPENING REMARKS  
     Van Henri White, President Board of Education 
Dr. Lesli Myers-Small, Superintendent of Schools 

            Melody Martinez-Davis, Deputy Superintendent, Student Support Services  
Abel Perez, Director Multilingual Education 
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STUDENT PRESENTATION 
Anna Murray-Douglass Academy, School No. 12  
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Roberto Clemente Student Award  
Saniya Spencer, Roberto Clemente School No. 8   

Presented by Ricardo Adams, Commissioner 
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Presented by Amy Maloy, Commissioner 
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Presented by Wanda Pedraza-Santos, Chair, Office of School Chiefs and  
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Special  thank you to our RCSD art teachers and students for their submission of the  
Hispanic Heritage Month artwork 

DID YOU KNOW? In September of 1968, the U.S. Congress, under the advisement of 
then-President Lyndon B. Johnson, proclaimed that National Hispanic Heritage 
Week would be observed on the week of Sept. 15 every year.  In 1989, that decision 
was amended to make the annual event a month-long celebration, lasting through 
Oct. 15. The goal of Hispanic Heritage Month is to educate people on and celebrate 
the stories of the culturally rich Hispanic Americans who make up a significant part of 
our nation's population. 
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